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Abstract  

India has played the most significant role in the promotion of the cause of 

human rights and is the greatest champion of human rights in the Third 

World. India has not only incorporated an elaborate Bill of Rights in her 

constitution but efforts have been made to translate these into reality. This 

was necessary too as, is proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 'a man 

comes into this world through no fault of his own, since he has no option of choosing the 

caste, class and the family of his birth, since he is a joint inheritor of the accumulations of the 

past and since these accumulations are more than sufficient to satisfy the claims that are made 

on his behalf, it follows that every man, without distinction of race or colour is entitled to all 

human rights, including the right to... dignified life.' In a country like India whose 

constitution makes provisions not only of human rights but their protection also, human rights 

of delit. Its and untouchables are still in a sorry state. In no other part of the world has so 

much injustice and systematic discrimination been done to a particular group of people for 

thousands of years as has been done in India with Dalits and untouchables. The basis of 

injustice or discrimination is not religion or language but 'caste' over which a person has no 

control. More than 50 years have elapsed since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

was adopted by the United Nations and the Indian constitution was enacted. In all these years 

a democratic country like India has done little to enforce the rights of Dalits and 

untouchables. Inspite of many idealistic provisions in the basic law of the land human rights 

of these people are violated time and again and only a few of them get reported. 
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Introduction 

The word 'dalit' literally means poor and oppressed people. But it has acquired a new cultural 

context which implies, 'those who have been broken down by those above them in a 

deliberate, systematic and active way. The term basically refers to ex untouchables and we 

will confine ourselves to this interpretation. Dalits in modern India the brunt of a long broken 

legacy of the deepest social degradation. They usually are at the bottom of almost every 

parameter relating to economic well being or quality of life. The distinct burden that only 


